From a Friend in Shrophire to his Con man 


Mr. Richard Baxter 


AT HIS 


MEETING HOUSE 
: O N D O N. 


Eing Wo” aſſur'd of the reſpect you bear to mankind in general» 
| and particuJarly thoſe of your Native-Country, I preſume to 
trouble your Reverence with the peruſing of thele lines, bejng 
' moſtly matter of Fat, asit is ated by one Mr. Hugh P—and 
Mr. Philip ap R—, Preachers of an Izdependent Congregation at Swiny 
in this Parith, at Mrs. Bakers, in which you may eaſily obſerve how.ſome 
men corrupt the word, and what kind of gain they make by the pre- 
tence of Godlineſs Had { known the particular Reſident at London for 
this part of F»g/and, I would have forborn this trouble to your (elf ; 

Ent preſuming you may have [ome knowledge of him, I defire, at your 
firſt conveniency, tocommunicate this with what you ſhall think fit fur- 
ther to be done in the Afﬀair, as your Reverence's Wiſdom ſhall find 
moſt expedient. The Caſe is, Mrs. Baker betore-named was left by her 
Husband Baker (one whom you know to be an honeſt man,and 
active in the late Reformation ) in potſcfiion of an acquir'd Eſtate, to the 
value of 5001. per anmum well ſtock'd, and generally believed to be a 
money'd man. . The laid Preachers, with one Mr. M of Shrewſ- 

bury, a Perion for his Integrity well known to all the Gentlemen in the 
County, were deputed Truſtees for the ſecuring of the (aid Eſtate ac- 
cording to the Will of the Donor, his chiefelt care being to prevent any 
Claim his Nephew Mr. Johz Lloyd might make to it, for that his ſaid 
Nephew was a frequenter of the Pariſh-Church all his life-time, &*c. and 
did not partake of the benefits he might have made by Diſlenting i in 
that patcicular. But ſo it js, the Teſtator has been dead aboat four zears, 

and our good woman before-nam'd has enjoy d the Eſtate, and has not in 
any thing (lackn'd her hand wherein ſhe might ſerve the c .auſe , tor do» 
ing of which rhe more effeCtually, ſhe converts the Hall of her 'Manſi Ons 
Houle to a very convenient Meetirg-place, and furniſh'd it with a Pulpit, 

and all neceſlary Pues and Seats for accommodating of the A—_ 
wack 


asin Erglifh 3 Mr, P— performing the firſt part ; and of both Nations 
thefe was generaltyna great appearance. ' * 1 FIG: Mf 
' Rs fo be conſidered in our remote parts, and eſpecially in Villages, 
thee ignot Convemiencies for accomodating of People With neceſlaty 
Provifens, when f>far from-their homes 5” to ſupply which, the good 
Woman (out of her own Purſe) relicved all perſons according to their 
Qualities, which you” may reaſonably gueſs coſt oney 3 and 'tis new 
more then ſuſpeted that ſhe has disburſed above-200 7. befides:the 
yeadyrTo-come; for'that was very mlignificant:to the preffing pccafions 
of the.Gongregation:z. and indeed (to give fome of 'em their juſt Com- 
mendation) they. were not wanting at any time to ſupply the good Gen- 
tlewoman with ſuch ſums of Money as ſhe thought ( for ths better car- 
. rying on ofthe Work) he might ſtand in need of; and for ſecurity, 

the wete {o njuch her true Friends, that they never rcfus'd the meaneſt 
Servafit inthe Houſes by which kindneſs they a eaſter effected 
their ends ; as you ſhall preſently underſtand, 

The good Woman being intangled, as you have ſeen, and now;hardly 
is Miſtreſs of any thing ſhe us'd to call her own, ſhe Jaid it a little too 
near her heart, and was very much afflicted with melancholly, and by 
the care of her Truſtees ſhe was convey'd to Shrewsbury, for the better 
recovery of her health, and in the mean time the Eſtate is ſeiz'd by the 

aid Preachers for the uſe of the Creditors; which was done ſo effe&u- 
ally, that all, or moſt of the poor Servants being engaged with their Mi- 
ſtreſs, fled; for tear of the ſtorm coming upon themſelves, and left the boo- 
ty toany that would take tt: * 

Mr. P— and Mr. ap R— having now preach'd themſelves from 
the Hallto every individual Roomin the Houſe, and in full poſſeſſion of 
the whole, it's obſerv'd that the uſual care that was taken on the Congre- 
gation is ſomewhat abated, and the numbers begin to leflen, not onl y 
in the Weekly- Meetings, but in the Great and Montily- Meeting, which 
was celebrated with breaking of Bread in the evening, aficr a good 7 inner 
at 1002; the defect of the Jatter does ſeem much to1mpair the uſe of the 
former; to prevent ſuch an evi], will take up ſome Time and Coſt. 

And now, my good Country-man, as Thave always heard a very good 
report of your Juſtice and Integrity, znd your willingacfs to imploy your 
ſe}F upon all occaſions wherein you might ſerve your Generation in any 
honourable undertaking, let me deſire you ro conſider the ſighs of the 
poor abus'd Widow, and find ſome exp:dicnt that ſhe may be reftor'd to 
her Houſe and Eftate ; for in all probability that may be the only cffe- 
Gaal way of a certain Cure ; for ſogieat a burden is too hard for one 
(houſder, (as appears by our Object; ) bur if Jaid upon the whole, it will 
notonly cure a Diſten7r in her, bur in many hundreds, who (it's fear'd ) 
are infected, more or Icf5, with the ſpoils of a devour'd Widows Fuſe 3 
And if by your ſpiritual Comforts tothe poor Woman you are ſucceſstu}, 
bo:doubt bur it will bean acceptable piece of Service, and a much 
greater to God and the whoſe Kingdom, 1t your tatherly Admonitjons 
againſt ſuch Practices, there ſhall be no occaſion for the future to make 
any Complaints ofthis knid ; My ſervice tg the Brethren, but more cſpe- 
crally to your ſelf ; Tam a hearty well-wither, and your Country-man. 
Olfwalftree 7: :he C:: a of | 7 M. 


Sa'op, July 29. 1G81. FE449T, 
London : Printed for Al. Banks, 1681. 
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